
Increase Access to Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) 
 
 

Background  
  
Each year, 400,000 Americans die from Sudden Cardiac Arrest outside of a 
hospital. An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is a portable and easy-to-use device 
designed to analyze the heart’s cardiac rhythm and administer a dose of electricity if needed to 
victims suffering from sudden cardiac arrest. AEDs have been proven to increase the survival rate 
of sudden cardiac arrest victims up to 90 percent.  
  
Texans lose their lives each year due to a lack of access to AEDs. Current state law limits the use 
of AEDs by placing burdensome, outdated training requirements and civil liability on businesses 
that make AEDs available. Most businesses do not have AEDs due to the liability they face 
because of current law. FDA-approved AEDs do not require training for effective use. A state 
mandated requirement for training is an impediment to adoption, placing onerous liability on the 
owners of businesses and other entities who would otherwise acquire AEDs.  
  
Purpose of Bill    
  
This bill amends the Health & Safety Code to ensure AEDs are widely accessible by businesses 
and patrons. Further extending Good Samaritan Laws, the bill provides immunity to citizens 
acting in good faith regardless of whether the person who used or attempted to use the AED had 
received training.  
  
The bill specifies that any person or entity that owns, occupies, manages, or is otherwise 
responsible for the site where an AED is located is not liable for civil damages related to use or 
attempted use of the AED, so long as the conduct is not willfully or wantonly negligent, and 
the following conditions are met:  
  
1) A licensed physician oversees the program to ensure compliance with best practices  
  
2) Automated external defibrillator components with an expiration date (e.g. batteries and pads) 
are replaced upon expiration and following use  
  
3) The automated external defibrillator is inspected monthly to determine that it:  

a. is situated in the automated external defibrillator’s designated location  
b. has not been actuated subsequent to the most recent replacement of the 
automated external defibrillator’s batteries and pads  
c. has passed self-tests that indicate it is ready for use; and  
d. does not have any damage or condition that might prevent proper operation  
  

4) The local emergency medical services provider has been notified of the existence, location, 
and type of the automated external defibrillator 
  
For more information, please contact:  
John R Pitts, Jr – 512-413-1062, john2@texasstaralliance.com  
Taylor Sims – 210-364-6304, taylor@texasstaralliance.com  
 


