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April 5, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable James Frank 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768 
 
Re: HB 2333 and HB 2409 
 
Dear Chairman Frank: 
 
I am writing on behalf the Texas EMS Alliance (TEMSA) to offer our support for HB 2333 and HB 2409. 
TEMSA was founded in 2014 to serve as the stakeholder voice for Texas EMS agencies. TEMSA’s 
membership is diverse and includes both urban and rural EMS agencies that provide 911 service to Texas 
communities. 
 
EMS agencies are an essential part of every Texas community. They serve a unique role in the state’s health 
care delivery system: EMS agencies are the only segment of the health care industry designed to respond to 
the location of a patient suffering from an acute onset of illness or a traumatic injury, provide patients with 
initial care on scene, and provide timely access to a specialized segment of the health care system, such as a 
trauma hospital or stroke center. 
 
Our state’s EMS agencies are stretched thin. In every community, you will notice ambulances constantly 
responding to patients. On top of their busy workloads, EMS agencies face funding challenges. They rely on 
a variety of revenue sources to fund the capital equipment, personnel, and training necessary to save lives. 
The funding formula includes commercial and government payers, government grants, taxes, and even 
charity events such as barbecue dinners to help keep rural EMS agencies in operation. 
 
HB 2333 and HB 2409 would create additional funding opportunities at no extra cost to the state. In the case 
of HB 2409, municipal EMS agencies that currently receive additional funding under the state’s Medicaid 
supplemental funding program would be able to do so. Under HB 2333, entities that offer 911 services to 
Texas communities would be eligible for additional funding to help supplement the emergency services that 
they provide to these communities. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering these two important bills.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jonathan Sell 
President 
Texas EMS Alliance  


