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April 8, 2019 
 
The Honorable Sheryl Cole 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768 
 
Re: HB 3890 
 
Dear Representative Cole: 
 
I am writing on behalf the Texas EMS Alliance (TEMSA) to offer our support for HB 3890, which would 
expand Texas’ fire science tuition exemption for firefighters to include paramedics who are employed by 
subdivisions of the State of Texas. TEMSA was founded in 2014 to serve as the stakeholder voice for Texas 
EMS agencies of all types across the State of Texas. 
 
As with every segment of the health care industry, EMS is rapidly evolving and becoming more sophisticated. 
For example, Medicare has recently introduced the Emergency Triage, Treat, and Transport (ET3) model on 
February 14, 2019, and the program will allow EMS agencies to use innovative tools such as telemedicine, 
treatment on the scene, and transport to alternative locations to meet the needs of Medicare beneficiaries. 
This much more complex method of reimbursement, as it is implemented and improved, will require future 
EMS leaders who are prepared for a career in leadership than can be provided by a certification course.  
Bachelor degrees and advanced degrees in public administration, business administration, health care 
leadership and emergency management will be critical to guarantee cities, counties, and special districts are 
providing the highest level of pre-hospital health care possible. 
 
As EMS continues the transformation from fee-for-service to value-based health care by providing innovative 
health care services for Texas communities, it is imperative for the state to assist the EMS industry and other 
governmental agencies in identifying ways to improve paramedics’ education to put these innovative 
treatment tools in action. The Fire Science Tuition Exemption has served as an important tool for our state’s 
firefighters to enhance their careers and industry leadership over the past two decades. By adding paramedics 
to the program, HB 3890 will provide an opportunity to enhance the level of care that EMS can provide. 
 
TEMSA looks forward to working with you and the 86th Legislature on this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jonathan Sell 
President, Texas EMS Alliance  


