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April 3, 2020 
 
 
 
Joe Schmider 
State EMS Director 
Texas Department of State Health Services 
P.O. Box 149347 
Austin, Texas 78714-9347 
 
Re: FEMA COVID-19 Cost Recovery for Fire and EMS Departments 
 
Dear  Mr. Schmider: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Texas EMS Alliance (TEMSA) to ask the state of Texas to apply for grants on 
behalf of private ambulance agencies and allocate the staff necessary to work with them to submit 
applications for aid from FEMA through the Stafford Act.  TEMSA was founded in 2015 as the stakeholder 
voice for Texas EMS agencies. TEMSA currently represents over 80 Texas EMS agencies, which include 
third service EMS agencies, fire-department EMS, non-profit EMS, governmental agencies, and private 
entities that provide 911 service across the state of Texas. 
 
President Trump’s declaration of emergency covers COVID-19 from January 27 until an undetermined future 
date. The national state of emergency enables states and local governments to access assistance from the 
Federal government via the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as Amended 
(Stafford Act), Title 42 of the United States Code (U.S.C.) § 5121 et seq (PDF).  
 
Through the Stafford Act, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) offers EMS aid to state and 
local-level governments during emergencies. The Agency’s Public Assistance Grant Program is currently the 
best funding method for bringing national support to local EMS. As part of the CARES Act recently passed 
by the Congress and signed by the President, the Public Assistance Grant Program is receiving a $45 billion 
infusion of funds specifically for first responders on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic. The catch is 
that in order for private EMS providers to apply for the funding, a governmental entity must submit the grant 
application on behalf of the private provider then pass along the awarded aid. This public-private partnership 
process has been used to fund private EMS response on the local level dozens of times in other states 
including Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas. 
 
Given that time is of the absolute evidence in the COVID-19 response, TEMSA requests that DSHS or any 
other state-level department or agency serve as the partner for the private EMS Texas agencies that submit 
these aid applications to FEMA. If DSHS agrees to assist, the private EMS agencies would carefully prepare 
all documents for your submission and review. Private EMS agencies would be certain to meticulously 
complete the tracking forms and submit the receipts and spec sheets required by FEMA. The state’s role 
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would be to submit the application and distribute the funds awarded. All other administrative burden would 
be carried by the private EMS providers requesting the aid. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering this important request. If you have further questions, the American 
Ambulance Association is providing guidance on this topic. Please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Riordan 
at 703.615.4492. 
 
Should the state move forward in offering this partnership to the state’s private EMS agencies, millions of 
additional dollars of federal funding could be sent to Texas at no additional cost to the state. These funds are 
important for Texas EMS agencies that are responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Mincy 
President 
Texas EMS Alliance  
 
 
 


